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From the President’s Pen
 
As President of the North 
Lanark Historical Society I have 
a very brief message.  
 
The Museum has new exhibits, 
awesome oral interviews ready 
for your viewing and interpretive 
videos explaining and giving 
information on artefacts.  There 
still are artefacts to see that show 
the tools, clothing and items used 
in the past, but the new 
technology allows the museum to 
come alive like never before.  
Our genealogy collection is also 
available for researching family 
histories. 
 

Please mark July 24 on your 
calendar and come out to our 
Virtual Exhibit Launch at the 
historic Robert Teskey house in 
Appleton. 
 
I urge, suggest and invite you to 
visit the North Lanark Regional 
Museum at 647 River Road 
(corner of Appleton Side Road 
and River Road).  Do come and 
enjoy. 
 

 

Ed Wilson, President,  
North Lanark Historical Society 

 
 

  

July 2013 

North Lanark 

Historical Society 

Photographs featured in the new virtual exhibit “The Mills of 
Appleton”. The exhibit launch is July 24 at the former Robert 

Teskey House now owned by Julie Odin and Gary Lamers 
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Events July & August 2013 
 

Museum Hours 
May 1 to August 31, 10:00am-4:00pm 
The museum is now open daily from 10:00am to 4:00pm. Please drop by for a visit to check out our new exhibits 
and activities! We now have a scavenger hunt and colouring station for the kids!  
 
This year we are celebrating our pioneering history with the exhibit "Pioneering in Ramsay" which documents 
some of the tools, techniques and living conditions of the early settlers.  
 
We are also commemorating a local tragedy with the exhibit "Remembering the Almonte Train Accident." On 
Sunday December 27, 1942 tragedy struck Lanark County when a troop train rear ended a passenger train at the 
Almonte Train Station killing 39 people and injuring many dozen more.  
 
For research and genealogy requests please call in advance, 613-257-8503. 
 

Museum Adventures Day Camp – Week One 
July 8 to July 12, 9:00am-4:00pm 
The first of two summer camps will be starting on July 8th, running for the full week. Each day follows a different 
theme, including Pioneer Day, Magic Day, and Water Fun Day.  
 
It will be a fun week for both the staff and campers, who will play games and make crafts all while becoming more 
aware of local history. 
 

All Roads Lead to the Almonte Fair 
July 19 to July 21 
The museum will be participating in the Almonte Fair once again this year, providing a display with artefacts related 
to the fair’s theme, “All Roads Lead To The Almonte Fair” as well as mystery arefacts. Be sure to stop by our booth 
in the Agricultural Hall! 
 

“Mills of Appleton” Virtual Exhibit Launch 
July 24, 7:00 pm 
Our virtual exhibit is finally complete and online! The exhibit “The Mills of Appleton” was completed with funding 
from the Virtual Museum of Canada and features photographs, documents and artefacts telling the history of 
Appleton. 
 
The project will be officially launched this year at the historic Robert Teskey House in Appleton and will be 
graciously hosted by homeowners Julie Odin & Gary Lamers. Please see page 5 for full details. 
 

Museum Adventures Day Camp – Week Two 
August 12 to August 16, 9:00am-4:00pm 
Building on the success of our 2012 summer camp the museum decided to run two camps in 2013. Our August 
camp is already full and will feature a different theme for each day. Games, activities, crafts and more will keep the 
campers busy all week long! 
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News

Skating and Cycling 
The 2013 Annual General 
Meeting was a great success, 
thanks to our guest speaker 
John McKenty who gave an 
entertaining and informative 
presentation on the history of 
the CCM Bicycle and Skates.  
 
The evening began with brief 
reports from the President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, 
Membership Coordinator, 
Museum Manager and Project 
Manger. The business side of 
the night also included 
approving the minutes from 
the 2012 Annual General 
Meeting and the election of 
the 2013-2014 Board of 
Directors.  
The new board is: 

President: Edward Wilson 
Vice President: Vacant 
Treasurer: Jennifer Armstrong 
Secretary: Brian Tackaberry 
Membership Coordinator: Rita 
Cornell 
Museum Manager: Doreen 
Wilson 
Town of Mississippi Mills Rep: 
John Edwards 
Directors: Norma Paul, Jim 
Lowry, Eleanor Command, 
Lorna McNab 
 
With the business concluded 
the entertainment began with 
guest speaker John McKenty. 
A retired school teacher, John 
knows how to captivate an 
audience. His presentation on 
the Canada Cycle and Motor 

Company (CCM) kept the 
large crowd fascinated for 
almost an hour. Using CCM 
objects, advertisements and a 
PowerPoint show John told 
the story of CCM from a small 
bicycle and motorcar company 
to a large skate developer that 
sold to almost every NHL 
player except Gordie Howe! 
Copies of John’s publication: 
Canada Cycle & Motor: The 
CCM Story were available for 
sale after the presentation. 
 
After the presentation guests 
were invited to enjoy a 
selection of refreshments and 
snacks. 

 

Strawberry Social 

The annual strawberry social 
took place on Sunday, June 
23rd, attracting both locals and 
non-locals alike to the North 
Lanark Regional Museum. 
Museum staff worked hard 
throughout the morning to set 
up tables, tents and chairs, 
many of which were thankfully 
loaned to the museum for the 
event by the Town of 
Mississippi Mills, the Civitan 
Club and the Mill of Kintail 
Conservation Area.  

In the kitchen, Historical 
Society volunteers and staff 
prepared strawberries, 

shortcake and whipped 
cream for the visitors.  

At 1:30, the Strawberry 
Social began, and a few 
patrons began to trickle 
in and fill the tables. 
After a short period of 
time, the amount of 
people who were seated 
at the tables steadily 
grew to over sixty 
guests.  

Serving refreshments 
with the staff and 
volunteers was Miss 
Teen Lanark County-

Miss Teen Lanark County-World 2013, Haven 

Lamothe, pictured here with Bernice and Bob 

Butler at the NLRM Strawberry Social 
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World 2013, Haven  

Lamothe, who cheerfully 
socialized with patrons and 
expressed her gratitude for the 
support of her community in 
her upcoming goal of 
becoming Miss Teen Canada-
World 2013. 

While patrons lunched on 
strawberries and shortcake, 
they were entertained by the 

Perth Citizens’ Band. The 
band, conducted by Brian 
Tackaberry, played a variety of 
works from The Beatles to the 
Superman theme; each song 
was played warmly and richly 
for the audience.  

Many thanks to the Perth 
Citizens’ Band for the 
wonderful entrainment and 
thank you to everyone who 
came out for the afternoon in 

support of the museum! 
Special thanks to all our 
volunteers who made sure the 
event was a great success! 

 

 

 

 
The Perth Citizens’ Band, conducted by Brian Tackaberry, 

 at the NLRM’s 2013 Strawberry Social 

School Programs 
 
Working with the Mill of 
Kintail, the North Lanark 
Regional Museum has been 
giving presentations to local 
schools on pioneer life over 
the past few months.  

Presentations get the students 
involved by passing around 
pioneer artefacts, learning 
what the artefacts were used 
for, and even making their 
own butter. The kids love 

being able to handle the tools 
that they had learnt about 
earlier in the year. These tools 
include a wooden last for 
making shoes, several 
blacksmith’s tools, and a 
butter churn.  

With more and more students 
participating in French 
immersion, the presentations 
are not only offered in 
English, but they have been 

specifically tailored for the 
French curriculum as well, 
using the same vocabulary 
words as those taught by the 
teacher earlier in the year. 

 If you’re interested in having 
one of these presentations in 
your class we would love to 
reach out to more schools and 
are available at 613-257-8503.  



 
w w w . n o r t h l a n a r k r e g i o n a l m u s e u m . c o m  

 
Page 5 

An Update: Almonte Train Accident  

70 years ago thirty-nine people 
died in a tragic accident at the 
Almonte Train Station. 
Dozens more were injured and 
the residents of Almonte 
responded by opening their 
homes and warm clothing to 
the injured. 

In memory of this horrible 
event the Historical Society 
has created an Almonte Train 
Accident Research Committee 
to carry out research on the 
event. Committee members 
have been hard at work 
preparing a list of survivors, 
witness and family members 
with memories of the event. 
The committee aims to 
interview as many people as 
possible and to collect archival 

documents, photographs and 
artefacts related to the event. 

In June alone, four oral 
interviews were conducted. 
Rita Cornell interviewed Pat 
and Gerard Green who were 
11 and 8 at the time of the 
accident and provided a 
touching interview about 
losing their sister Marie Green. 
Rita also interviewed Joe Flynn 
whose mother and aunt were 
on the train and survived with 
only minor injuries. 

Eleanor Wright interviewed 
twin brothers Ken and Keith 
Brydges who remember their 
Uncle Earl’s story of the 
accident. Finally a survivor 
himself, Ed Muldoon travelled 
to Arnprior where he 
interviewed Betty and Lenny 

Spinks on their memories of 
the accident. Betty was a 
passenger on the train and was 
luckily uninjured while Lenny 
travelled in from Appleton to 
help at the wreck site. 

The interviews are currently 
being catalogued and edited 
and will be available for 
viewing in the near future! 

The committee aims to 
produce a new edition of its 
Almonte Train Accident 
publication in coming years. 

Are you interested in joining the 
research committee? Do you know of 
anyone with memories of the 
accident? Please contact Sarah at 
613-257-8503 or 
appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 

 

 
“Mills of Appleton” Virtual Exhibit Launch 
 

Please join us on the evening 
of July 24th at the historical 
Robert Teskey house in 
Appleton for the launch of our 
virtual exhibit, “The Mills of 
Appleton”. Julie Odin & Gary 
Lamers are graciously hosting 
this event so that community 
members will have the 
opportunity to tour this 
historic home. The house was 
built in the early 1850’s by 
Robert Teskey, who also built 
the sawmill & woollen mills in 

Appleton. The home was later 
owned the Collie family who 
purchased the woolen mills in 
1937. 

 
 

The Launch will showcase our 
new virtual exhibit, “The Mills 
of Appleton”, that tells the 
history of Appleton through 
photos, documents, artefacts 
and text. The exhibit can be 
viewed at: 
http://www.northlanarkregionalm
useum.com/NLRM_Virtual_Exhibit
.html  
[Note: In the virtual exhibit, please 
click on “Stories” to see the full history 
of Appleton & The Mills.] 

 

The Robert Teskey House. 

 Pictured in front are Anne Love, 

Eleanor Wright, and Sheila Babb. 
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A Video Tour: Project Introductions 
 
The 2013-2014 “A Video Tour” project is well underway. We have installed a television screen on the main 
level to make our collection more accessible. Our four summer staff will be working this summer to create 
interpretive videos on: S.S. #11, Technology and General Stores.  

 
 
20th Century Technology 
by Stuart Douglas 
 
Over the past few weeks I’ve been researching and cataloguing a variety of pieces of 20th century 
technology. The objects I’m researching fall into one of three categories – telephones, typewriters (and 
adding machines) and cameras. Each category includes numerous objects from a variety of years in the 
1900’s. These include a telephone switchboard, a very early Polaroid camera, a working adding machine 
from the 20’s, and much much more. The objects are all on display in the basement of the museum now; 
drop by and check them out! When the research is completed, it will be collected and presented as a video 
demonstrating the different objects and showcasing information on their heritage and impact on society. 
This video will be playing at the North Lanark Regional Museum along with other videos on the Appleton 
schoolhouse, dairy farming, and the Appleton general store as they are completed. Currently, my video on 
20th century technology is very near to completion, some small tweaks and narration are all that need to be 
finished up before it’s ready to play at the museum. Already showing at the museum is an excellent video 
on the Appleton schoolhouse and its students.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Image from 20th Century Technology Video 
 
--------------------------- 

 
General Store and Pharmacy 
by Kenneth Caldwell 
 

I have chosen to work on the general store display in the basement of the museum, as I find that it gives an 
interesting comparison to the consumption habits and the different needs of consumers from past and 
present. I will be working on the General Store with my fellow staff member, Riley Miller, in order to 
update the current general store exhibit and create an accompanying video tour. I am hopeful that I will be 
able to expand the pharmacy section of the General Store and create more detailed descriptions of some of 
the more bizarre medicines, and also create an engaging interactive portion of the exhibit. If anyone has 
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any unusual medicines from the past they would like to share, or has some expertise on the topic, I would 
like to talk with you in order to find more information for the display. If anyone has any knowledge of the 
general stores which used to exist, or still exist, in Pakenham, Blakeney, Almonte, and Appleton, please feel 
free to contact me as I would be very glad to hear from you. (613-257-8503) 

 

A Video Tour: Memories of S.S. #11 Ramsay 
 

As part of the North Lanark Regional Museum’s 2013 project “A Video Tour”, three video 
segments focusing on rural schooling have been completed by Celia Zamorano, one of this year’s summer 
staff. The videos feature a history of the Appleton Schoolhouse, S.S. #11 Ramsay Class Photos, and clips 
from the NLRM’s “Digitally Preserving the Past for the Future” oral interviews project. The videos are 
now being shown on the museum’s new television for public viewing. 
Accompanying the start of the Appleton School videos, Rita Cornell has provided us with her memories of 
attending the local school. A former S.S. #11 Ramsay pupil, Rita attended the Appleton School from 1951 
to 1959. 

“Memories of SS#11 Ramsay: 1951-1959” 

By Rita (O'Brien) Cornell 
 

When I was 6.5 yrs old I began my formal education at SS#11 Ramsay at grade 1 and continued 
there until grade 8. I have many, mostly happy, recollections of my 8 years at the double room brick 
schoolhouse and when I think of those years the memories come flooding back - the smell of new pencils, 
erasers, scribblers, chalk and the sounds of the school bell calling us in on the day after Labour Day, the 
silence as we took our seats and the singing of "God Save the King". I recall the excitement of practicing 
and presenting the annual Christmas Concert, the Hallowe'en Parties, St Valentine’s Day party and Arbour 
Day activities, monthly Red Cross Meetings and a friendly rivalry on the baseball diamond with SS#12. 

 
My favourite time of the year was the Christmas Concert. We practiced for weeks leading up to 

Concert Night and when dress rehearsal arrived we couldn't contain our excitement as we went through 
the program on stage and off. Finally!! It was Concert Night!! We all filed in, in our new dresses and gray 
flannel trousers and crisp white shirts to take our places on the benches in front of the stage. Proud parents 
laughed at our skits and groaned at our bloopers, applauded our songs and pantomimes and beamed from 
ear to ear at the Nativity Scene. Then came the finale--Santa Claus arrived!!! With gifts for all!! The grade 
8's tried to guess who was under that white beard-could it be Bert McRae? Or maybe Hank Collie, or even 
Eleanor Wright? We left the hall very happy clutching a brown paper bag bursting with fruit and candies 
from Millie Gambell's store courtesy of the Appleton Women's Institute. 

 
The Hallowe'en Party was another favourite activity where we bobbed for apples tried to bite into 

an apple hanging on a line with your hands behind your back, and competed for the best costume. We also 
celebrated St Valentine's Day by exchanging store-bought or homemade cards and enjoying egg salad 
sandwiches and heart-shaped sugar cookies for a treat. 

 
Arbour Day (today’s Earth Day) was another special activity. The morning was spent cleaning and 

sprucing up the school and the play-ground and then in the afternoon we explored the great outdoors by 
having a picnic in the forest or by the river in Appleton. We collected flowers for the classroom and multi-
coloured rocks from the shore. 

 
Every month we had a Red Cross Meeting. These meetings were sponsored by the Red Cross 
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Society to teach the meaning of Charity, how to run a meeting according to Parliamentary rules, how to 
have an election for Executive Officers-President, Vice President and Secretary-Treasurer, and how to plan 
and execute the meeting: from opening to closing gavel, how to collect and budget the dues and how to 
report and discuss the minutes of each meeting. We often had entertainment in the form of someone being 
forced or volunteering to sing a favourite song of the day. This often brought a few wanna-be Elvis'es or 
Brenda Lee's eager to show off their talent (or lack of).  

 
SS#11 was not all party time. We learned reading, writing, spelling and mathematics (no calculators) 

and a history and geography of Canada. Along the way we learned to get along with all age groups, to share 
playtime in all seasons and to be mindful of everyone's feelings and family dynamics. 

 
Our teachers were stern but fair. They taught all grades from 1-8 smoothly and with very few 

discipline problems. I became a teacher and have often thought of my early teachers -Mrs Lowe, Mrs Reid, 
Mrs Stewart, Mrs Baird, Mrs McCreary and Mrs Neilson-as mentors over the years. I thank each of them 
for their devotion to their profession and the many hours of hard work. I planned for 1 grade each day. I 
can't imagine planning for 8 grades. Kudos to those wonderful teachers who chose to teach in the rural 
system, which produced men and women of fine character, excellent values and common sense. 
 
 
Thank you Rita for preparing this great essay! 
If any NLHS members are interested in writing an article for the newsletter please contact Sarah at: 
613-257-8503 or appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 
 
 

For any inquiries regarding “A Video Tour”, please 
contact Sarah, Project Manager, at 613-257-8507 or 
appletonmuseum@hotmail.com. 
 

This project is funded by the Ontario Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport.  

 
 
 

Summer Staff Introductions 
 
This year we have four full time summer students working at the museum. Over the course of the summer, 
the students will be working on assigned Video Tour projects, providing tours, running the day camp, 
cataloguing artefacts and much more.  

Stuart Douglas 

Hi! I’ve been living in Almonte my entire life, and last fall left the small-town life to attend McMaster 
University in Hamilton. I took general arts, with the hope to specialize in digital art in second year. By the 
end of the school year however I decided that computer science was closer aligned to my strengths and 
interests, and am switching into that discipline this coming year. For the summer I’m working at the 
museum on a video tour on 20th century technology, helping with summer camps, and cataloguing various 
artefacts. It’s the perfect job for someone who worked at the Almonte Library for 3 years and loves 
researching and presenting information. I hope to see you at the museum!  
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Kenneth Caldwell 

My name is Kenneth Caldwell, and I am a new staff member with the North Lanark Regional Museum. 
Every since I was little I have enjoyed hearing the rural histories that my relatives told me when I was 
young, so I am excited that I was able to get hired on at the museum and turn my passion into a job. Even 
in school I enjoyed taking history courses, as I learned about the significance of past events that helped 
shape the present world. Now that I have graduated from high school, I will be attending Carleton 
University for a B.A in English, while taking a German language course throughout my studies. Now that I 
work at the museum, I try to research any artefacts that catch my interest, digging up information about 
surprising pasts that are little known or forgotten. This summer I will be working on the General Store 
exhibit in the basement portion of the museum. I will be researching and re-cataloguing many of the 
artifacts found in the display, along with making a video production showcasing the past of General Stores 
that were found in Blakeney, Almonte, Appleton and Pakenham. While it might be a bit difficult 
cataloguing over 200 artefacts in storage and on display, I will get through it with the help of my trusty co-
worker Riley, who shares my passion for history. 

 

Celia Zamroano 

Hello! I’m Celia Zamorano and I’m returning for my second summer as a student here at the North Lanark 
Regional Museum. I am going into my fourth and final year of studies at the University of Guelph this fall, 
completing a Bachelor of Arts degree in Fine Art and English. The variety of local history available at the 
museum interests me greatly, having grown up in Almonte and attended Almonte and District High 
School. I have enjoyed learning about the history of Appleton during my summers here and have grown 
very fond of the beautiful village. I am glad to be back at the museum and I look forward to another 
rewarding summer! 
 
 
Riley Miller 

Hello, my name is Riley Kirk Patrick Miller. I am 16 years old and am going into grade 11 at Notre Dame 
Catholic High School in Carleton Place. I was hired at the North Lanark Regional Museum as a summer 
student. I play the trombone in the Symphonic band at Notre Dame. I collect old comic books and 
anything I think is cool. I am looking forward to learning more of the history from the area and of Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada (Youth Employment Strategy) through the 
Department of Canadian Heritage for the Young Canada Works Program. 

We acknowledge the financial support of Service Canada (Human Resources and Skills Development Canada) 
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Future Events for 2013 
Mark Your Calendar! 
 
 
July 8-12, 2013   Museum Adventures Camp 
July 19 – 21, 2013  Almonte Fair 
July 24th, 2013   Virtual Exhibit Launch 
August 12-16, 2013  Museum Adventures Camp 
September 29, 2013  Apple Pie Social 2-4pm 
November 3, 2013  Official Military Exhibit Opening 
 
Museum Hours 
May 1st through August 31 
Open Daily 10:00 to 4:00 
For genealogy or research requests please call in advance 613-257-8503 // appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 
 

 
The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank several people and 

organizations for their continued support: 
 

 
· Thank you to the participants in our 2013 oral history project 
· Thank you Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for your continued financial support.   
· Thank you to the Government of Ontario through the Programs and Services Branch of the Ministry of 

Tourism and Culture for funding our 2011-2012 project, “Digitally Preserving the Past for the Future” and our 
2012-2013 project “A Video Tour” 

· Thank you Government of Canada (Youth Employment Strategy) through the Department of Canadian 
Heritage for funding the Young Canada Works Program 

· Thank you Service Canada (Human Resources and Skills Development Canada) for funding two summer staff 
· Thank you to Haven Lamothe, Miss Teen Lanark County-World 2013, for her help at the Strawberry Social 
· Thank you John McKenty for your engaging presentation at the AGM 
· Thank you to the Town of Mississippi Mills, the Almonte Civitan Club and the Mill of Kintail Conservation 

Area for donating tables, chairs and tents for our annual strawberry social. 
· Thank you to all our amazing volunteers 
· Thank you to everyone who attends our events and makes it all worthwhile 
· And to anyone we may have missed, thank you for your continued support! 

 
Other News 
Fairground Follies 
Aug. 14 to Aug 17, Carp Fair 
An original play by Carp resident Helen Weeden will be staged this summer from Aug. 14th to Aug. 17th at the 
Carp Fairgrounds. Called “Fairground Follies” this is a humorous look at the Carp Fair over the years, written to 
celebrate the Fair’s 150th birthday. Tickets are $10 if purchased ahead, and $12 at the door. The box office number 
is 613-832-1070, or you can buy them online at www.ruralroot.org. 
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WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP!!! 
 

The North Lanark Historical Society 
Membership and Donation Form 

 
By becoming a member, renewing your membership or by making a donation to the 
Society you make it possible for us to meet our many goals. In return you will receive 
our newsletters which give notice of  all our upcoming events. Please complete the 
form below and then mail it or drop it off  at the museum. We thank you for your 
support in the past, in 2013 and in the future. 
 

Membership and Donation Form 
2013 

North Lanark Historical Society  
P.O. Box 218 Almonte ON K0A 1A0 (mailing) 

647 River Rd, Appleton On, K0A1A0 (museum- drop off  in person) 
 
Annual Membership:      Individual $10.00 
      Family $25.00 
 
Donation:         $10.00 
        $30.00 
        $50.00 
       Other: ______ 
 
     TOTAL AMOUNT: _____ 
 

(Please make cheques payable to the North Lanark Historical Society) 
 
Name:   _________________________________________ Phone #:  ________  
Address: _________________________________________________________  
E-mail:  __________________________________________________________ 
 

Membership and Donations may be combined and are eligible for tax deductible charitable receipts. 
 

Thank You for your Support! 
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The North Lanark Historical Society is launching its virtual exhibit: 
 

The Mills of Appleton 

 
July 24, 2013 

7pm 
104 Old Mill Lane Appleton, On 

 

Come join us at the historic Robert Teskey home for this community 
gathering. Enjoy finger foods and refreshments while browsing our 
virtual exhibit showcasing the history of Appleton. All community 

members are welcome! 
 

Special thanks to Julie Odin and Gary Lamers for hosting the event! 
 
 

For more information contact Sarah at 613-257-8503 


